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Objectives
• Describe the RTT Collaborative including its mission, scope and 

role as the only entity in the U.S. solely devoted to developing and 
sustaining health professions education and training in rural places

• Define a "rural program” for purposes of rural GME

• Present RTT Collaborative resources, which include reliable 
information, targeted technical assistance and consultation





https://rttcollaborative.net/about/

A rural health professions education network and a 
cooperative extension service

“a community of practice”

https://rttcollaborative.net/about/




Giving Voice to Rural Communities and Rural Programs

Janelle Lee, Port Angeles, WA



What is Rural?



The Washington Post, May 24, 2019

mailto:https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/05/24/real-surprisingly-comforting-reason-rural-america-is-doomed-decline/?utm_term=.99effda316e0


1. More than 75 definitions across all federal agencies

2. More than 20 federal definitions used in the area of rural health

3. Those commonly used:
• Metro and Non-metro counties (CBSA and Non-CBSA) – Not urban

• FORHP (Federal Office of Rural Health Policy)

• RUCC (Rural-Urban Continuum Codes; county level)

• RUCA (Rural-Urban Commuting Area codes; census block or zip)

• FAR (Frontier and Remote codes; distance from urban)

What is Rural?

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/am-i-rural


The RTT Collaborative (2017)

An accredited residency program in which residents spend the 

majority of their time training (more than 50%, as reported to CMS 

and/or HRSA) in a rural place. The location of a rural program in 

Family Medicine is defined by the geographic location of the primary 

Family Medicine Practice (FMP) where residents meet the ABFM 

requirement for 24 months continuing practice.

What is a Rural  Program?

Longenecker JGME 2017

https://meridian.allenpress.com/jgme/article/9/3/283/35471/Rural-Medical-Education-Programs-A-Proposed


https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/residency-map/

https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/residency-map/


• Rurally located program (>50% training in a rural place)

• Rural Track Program (RTP; >50% training in a rural place, with 
an urban or larger rural partner)

• Rural pathway for individual residents in an urban program (<50%)

• Longitudinal curricula (e.g., one rural month a year for 3 years)

• Rurally focused urban programs -- >35% placement of graduates 
into a rural place of practice averaged over 3 years, or >3 graduates 
per year. See RTTC Rural Graduation Recognition List.

See ACGME website for further information

What is a Rural  Program?

https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/
https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/


CMS Definition for Rural GME

“Am I Rural for GME purposes?”

Two categories:

v Metropolitan county (CBSA)

v Everything else (Rural)



Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS, 1983)

Sole Community Hospital (SCH, 1983)

Medicare Dependent Hospital (MDH, 1983)

Critical Access Hospital (CAH, 1997)

Rural Referral Center (RRC or RRH, updated 2016)
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https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/data/


https://rttcollaborative.net/about/

A rural health professions education network and a 
cooperative extension service

“a community of practice”

https://rttcollaborative.net/about/


• Attend an annual meeting
• Join the RTT Collaborative listserv as an individual and receive a 

quarterly newsletter
• Become a participating program by completing and submitting an 

application and paying an annual participation fee
• Ask for a consultation or other service

Join the movement

https://rttcollaborative.net/meetings/annual-meeting/
mailto:mollicd1@ohio.edu?subject=RTTC%20ListServ%20Addition
https://rttcollaborative.net/join-the-movement/become-participating-program/
https://rttcollaborative.net/about/tools-and-assistance/


See RTTC website for further information

https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/


See RTTC website for further information

https://rttcollaborative.net/rural-programs/


• Designed to fit the assets and 
capacity of the rural 
community, all within the rules 
of accreditation and finance, 
but creatively adapting those 
rules to local realities

• Grown over time, not imposed
• One size does not fit all

An Organic Approach



https://rttcollaborative.net/students/

https://rttcollaborative.net/students/
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Comments? Questions?
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Contact
Randall Longenecker MD
Executive Director, The RTT Collaborative
longenec@ohio.edu

Kara Traxler, Associate Director
ktraxler@rwhc.com

Dawn Mollica, Administrative Director
mollicd1@ohio.edu

mailto:longenec@ohio.edu
mailto:ktraxler@rwhc.com
mailto:mollicd1@ohio.edu


Thanks!


